
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hello Everyone! 
 
It’s a rainy Saturday afternoon and it feels good to be sitting 
down and writing to you.  I’ve got my house clean and ready 
for a friend that is coming to stay with us for a week, a warm 
fire going in the wood stove, and I just made a late lunch for 
Randy.  He’s been out with Shayne and C.J. draining the 
irrigation lines for the winter.  He’s been out since first thing 
this morning so I’ve had the house all to myself all day.  Nice!  
This picture shows what it’s looked like around here for the 
past week; rainy and smoky.  The timber company has been 
taking advantage of the rain and setting all their slash piles on 
fire.  Each evening you can see orange glows all over the mountainsides from Libby to Kalispell.  I bet that guy 
loves his job!   These two piles are right behind the ranch here. 

 
Shayne and Jo-Anne came home on Wednesday for a brief stay.  They are already heading back to Washington 
tomorrow, but expect to be back at the end of next week again.  Their new additions to their house are coming 
along nicely and I’ve got some neat news to tell you later on in this Highline that Jo-Anne got to be a part of.   
 
All week we did our daily chores and each afternoon we rode in the indoor arena.  Shayne got to ride with us 
Thursday and Friday, which was pretty cool.  He got to meet Wes and another Kathy that is trying out for the 
wrangler position as well.  Thursday, Joel’s last day with us, we decided to make it a special day and brought 
the yearlings in.  We needed to dehorn a few of the heifers so was a great excuse to get some roping in!  The 
heifers not used to being worked with, were pretty wild so we tracked them with our horses calmly until they 
settled down.  When they got used to us riding up to them we all practiced roping them with our breakaway 
ropes.  By the time we roped them for real, the heifer was relaxed about the whole thing.   
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You can see here how we put a front foot through the neck rope so the heifer doesn’t get choked down by the 
tension.  Shayne used the clippers first (you can see them in the picture on the right), and then Randy would 
cauterize the area with the dehorning iron that was kept hot with a propane torch. 
 

Here’s Joel riding our youngest colt, Billy.  Billy did great 
for his first time roping.  Joel’s wearing the sweater that 
Eve made for him in trade for some shoeing he did for them 
(Tony and Eve, the couple that care-take the T5 Ranch).  
She handspun the wool from her own llamas and knitted 
the sweater in a two month time period.  Joel wore it 
proudly.  He took off for home in Ellensburg, Washington 
yesterday morning.  He’ll be starting his new endeavor of 
raising rodeo bulls with his brother.  Randy and I were 
invited to go to the NFR Rodeo in Vegas in December with 
Larry and Katharine Walker (friends/guests since the last 
ranch we were at), and we’ll see Joel there too.  He’ll be at 

the bull sale.  That’ll be neat to see.  Rest assured, I’ll have my camera with me! 
 

C.J. literally got home, took a look around the outfit 
and the livestock and met us in the arena.  He took 
his coat off and jumped right in as you can see, like he’d never been away.  He seems more grown up and 
humbled by this time he’s had apart from the ranch.  It’s neat he’s home again. 
 
Friday afternoon we were all back in the arena with our horses ready to learn.  As I looked across the line up of 
riders, all new, I didn’t have a feeling of dread of having to train new people, but a feeling of elation at seeing 
these bright faces soaking in all Randy and Shayne have to share.  I look forward to your meeting them this 
upcoming season.  Have a great week! 
        Dori 



  
 
 
 
 
Nope, it’s not a recipe this week, but some really fun news! 
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��� Patti Hall - Breakthrough Country Artist Of The Yea r!  
What a night! The nominations were incredible, but coming home 
with an award in hand is something else and I'm so grateful. 
 

Thank you so much for being a part of this wonderful journey. Pics are here!  
 
Love, 
Patti 

I had a hard time downloading pictures on our backwoods dialup internet 
connection, but she says she’s got them posted on 
www.myspace.com/pattihallmusic.com 
 
Jo-Anne spent the whole time with her from helping to pick out a dress to attending 
the ceremony with her in Hollywood.   She said when they got out of the limo onto 
the red carpet one of Patti’s songs was playing.  And, when they started the 
introductions another one of Patti’s songs came on.  When her name was 
announced as the winner of the Breakthrough Country Artist of the Year Award, 
Jo-Anne said she jumped out of her seat (Jo-Anne that is) and screamed with 
excitement!  When she finished, she just took a breath and screamed again!  They 
had an evening to remember.  The excitement continued with their going to the 
recording studio the next day – What a terrific time for Patti, and what a neat 
experience for Jo-Anne to be a part of. 

 
I’ll see what I can do about her pictures on her site.  Maybe it’s just on my end that I couldn’t bring them up. 
 

Congratulations Patti!!!!! 


