
 

 
Hello Everyone!   
 
Thinking back on this last week the word “friendship” 
comes to mind.  Randy and I rekindled an old friendship 
where life has just been getting in the way of getting 
together.  The Knighton family whom we met and grew 
close with back in 1996 when Randy and I managed another 
guest ranch, came out to join us.  The kids Emma and Nick, 
now 16 and 11 bonded with the crew instantly.  Nick and 
C.J. especially bonded in the form of frequent tosses in the 
creek and water trough!  (Ranch hand way of expressing 
true friendship!)  C.J. and Spencer was the main target all 
week with the kids that were here.  So far no one or group 
has managed to dunk C.J. yet.  While four sets of families’ 
kids formed lifelong friendships that will just pick up where 
they left off the next time they see each other, the adults seemed to have a natural comfort with each other as if 
we’ve always known each other.   We shared ups and downs in our lives, fears and joys, and just the plain 
enjoyment of riding out and moving cattle for the day.  Although we may not see some of our guests for a 
couple of years, just as we have the bond with the Knighton family, we’ll, and I mean all of us crew, feel 
everyone that comes to the ranch is family.  Yep, you’re stuck with us!!! 
 
Neil and Francine with their daughters Maggie and 
Ahryn met Brianna at the ranch she was at on Maui.  
She’d told them about McGinnis Meadows and wrote 
down all of our information on a piece of paper.  They 
told her when things got rough and they were feeling 
down, they would pull out the piece of paper and dream 
about coming to this place.  Brianna was so touched by 
this and I too.  We spent a wonderful week with them 
sharing this way of life, and again as many do, their 
eyes just sparkled with all the successes they had this 
week.  There was a heaviness about them and it turns 
out that Neil has a rather serious surgery ahead at the 
end of October, beginning of November.  He’ll have to 
take the rest of the year off to recover.  Please send 
your prayers for a problem free surgery and a speedy 
recovery.  They are looking on to March to come out again.  A perfect time to ease back into riding with the 
special bonus of being here for calving! 
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We had perfect weather this week.  Not too hot, in fact our warmest day was Friday.  The first trip to the lake 
occurred this week; more dunking, Spencer was the target.  The cows moved easily out at graze for our guests 
with the pleasant weather too.  This week was the start of gathering bulls out of the red herd to bring home.  5 
bulls were found, still out 5 more.  I’m moving the charolais to a new area – we managed to get over half of the 
herd up to the “bee meadow” with an all girl group.  The Yee Haw Sisterhood continues to grow! 

 
This cow was voicing her opinion about the 
idea of moving. 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 
I roped with Nick one day.  Nice shot! 
 
 

 
Roping was a great after dinner activity for all.  I 
love it when the meadows are cut.  It’s like having 
a HUGE backyard!   
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A round of Rootbeer floats at the Kickin’ Horse after a 
great day moving cattle really hit the spot! 

 
 
 

Here’s long time guest/friend Julie from the Isle of Man 
graining Levi. 

 
It’s now reached 93 degrees outside.  Everyone is wrapping 
things up to head out to the Kalispell Rodeo this evening.  It 
sounded like a great idea yesterday, but I’m pooped so I 
believe I’ll stay home.  The kids will have a great time – 
they are pretty excited.  I’m signing off for this week.  
We’ve got a big group of fathers and sons coming tomorrow 
– should be a great time! 
 
Stay cool everyone! 
 
Dori 


