
 

 
 
Hello Everyone!  It’s Sunday morning and we are embarking on our branding week.  The forecast says rain the 
whole week, cross your fingers that the clouds just hold what they have and roll on by!  Looking back on last 
week, my, what a full one it was!  Full of variety.  Wayne drove all the way over from Rhode Island to ride his 
horses Indy, and Montana and to learn what we’ve taught them, and we had 4 gals from France, and 1 gal from 
Belgium.  We all brushed up on our French, Randy’s French is especially amusing as he just makes up things as 
he goes along; just adds the word “la” to everything and somehow they understand – well they seem happy at 
least, maybe they are just chuckling at him and nodding in confirmation.  You should hear his German! 
 
Well Montana wanted to show them her all this week – I think she fancies 
doing that lately.  Our first morning we saddled for the first time at the barn 
and it snowed heavily.  We persisted in saddling at the barn however and by 
the end of the week we had the sunshine at the Highline. 

 
We did get out and ride in it though, 
our mornings were filled with 
bringing in the momma cows of 
babies that we had to bring into the 
warming hut.  We’d start with Plan A and by lunch we were at Plan Q.  
I thought sure the guests had enough, but each morning they’d smile 
and nod for more of this cattle work of bringing these two or three 
cows in and turning them back out again when their calves warmed 
up.  Wayne even got Indy, and Montana out on these excursions and 

he is just proud as a peacock of his two girls. 
Not only did he get to move and work some 
cattle with them, but he got to cover some 
country on them as well.  Yep, we were able to 
make our first all day excursion on Thursday.  
We could get mid slope on the mountains and 
made some great distance to the south of the 
ranch.  The deer are back and we saw plenty.  
The wolves are back as well.  We rode up on 
their tracks frequently and one morning while 
everyone was catching up their horse, they 
heard them howl.  There is one with a really 
deep voice, I imagine that one goes with the 
rather large print we see. 
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This group was the most punctual group we’ve ever had – they 
were 15 minutes early for everything!  They were eager to do and 
try all they could while they were here.  They would take turns 
helping with the feeding. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Learning to rope.  Marie Pierre went out every day after she grained her horse and before dinner and practiced 
roping the roping dummy in the yard.  Wes took roping lessons to the next level and taught them all how to 
dally too! 
 

They held herd while Randy and Wes doctored 
calves on the feed ground. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Even jumped in and helped us with branding our replacement heifers. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Had our first cattle drive of the season too when we brought the cows 
back to the pasture. 
 

Sadly, Wayne had to take off Friday early so 
missed this day with us.  He wanted to get a head 
start on his trip home so he could go at a 
leisurely pace and get back to his business by 
Monday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
We’ll look forward to hearing of his adventures with Indy and Montana at 
home! 



Here are some other great photos of the week: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Randy and Joey playing. 
 

 
Kathy doing a terrific job of keeping us fed! 
 
 

 

Brianna’s 22nd, and Danica’s 23rd birthdays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The last picture of the week, a week full of laughter, 
camaraderie, fine horses, what this land has to give us, 
and the bringing us back to the simplicity of actual 
reality in the care of livestock. 
 
Keep your fingers crossed that the weather holds for us 
this week for branding! 
 
Dori 
 


