
 

 
Hello Everyone!  And HAPPY MOTHER’s DAY to all the moms out there!  It’s a cool sunny morning and I’m 
cozy in my house looking at the cows and calves grazing and soaking up the rays in the pasture out front.  C.J. 
and Junior came through a couple of hours ago and fed some hay to them (we are just starting to green up), and 
Wes and Annette rode through and doctored a couple of calves.  Randy’s sitting close by at his fly tying table 
building some flies to go out and fish with Shayne a little later.  They fished Shayne’s pond yesterday and 
caught some good size trout, and today I believe they are going to try our ponds.  I’m going to catch up on my 
ironing after this and maybe get some drawing in. 
 
Our branding week was a huge success despite all the 
rain, snow, and wind we had!  Any time there was a break 
in the weather we’d head out and gather the herd and get 
to work.  We had our herd holders and our ropers.  Here’s 
our crew of herd holders.  When we weren’t holding herd, 
we were sorting out the branded pairs and moving them 
over to our place, or moving the yearlings. 
 
A couple of days we didn’t brand at all as it was too wet, 
but we managed to fill our days with getting the cattle 
where they needed to be, and bringing the yearlings in to 
the indoor arena for the ropers to practice on.  Randy, and 
Shayne worked with the ropers on horsemanship and 
roping, and good ropers to begin with, they still gained 
some helpful skills; especially for roping cattle in a rodeer (holding herd in a big open with no fences). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
One especially neat trick was once a calf was roped, several riders would ride alongside the roper and they 
would just drive or guide the calf over to the ground crew rather than drag the calf.  It worked pretty slick! 
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Returning guest to our brandings, Leonard, kept the herd 
holders organized and would remind the ropers to not 
push the cattle into his people (We got a kick out of that!  
He was right though as ropers tend to get tunnel vision 
when they’ve got their eye on a calf). 
 

 
Shayne came back from helping Buck at the Californ
competition) raring to rope!  He made some amazing shots this week, one that really stood out in my mind, was 
the last calf; he came in trotting with the calf on the outside of two other calves and a 
the calf, he just knew it was there.  He threw his shot and from where I stood the loop seemed to

 
We had a French family come out and they really go
working on the ground helping C.J. and Junior with busting the 
calves, and running the irons out.  Even though there was a 
language barrier, the three of them became quite the hands at 
moving cattle, and sorting cattle as well.  Both the guys are 
farriers at home and even jumped in and helped Wes shoe a 
couple of horses.    
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C.J.’s daughter Vanessa was here all week for her birthday.  This 
little cutie has Grandpa Shayne wrapped around her little finger.  
She’s got Pal’s heart too.  Each day they would trail behind 
Shayne on Tom to the rodeer site and she would circle around 
the herd with me and visit each of the herd holders.  Cold, 
windy out, she never tired of being horseback and Pal was 
terrific for her.  Vanessa is now 6 years old.
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Here’s Gerald selecting his calf out of the 
herd. 
 
 
 
 
Mom, Judy, and daughter Melissa brought 
their horses out.  When they weren’t 
helping hold herd, they were exploring 
country around the ranch.  This was a great 
experience for them and their horses. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wes sorting off the branded pairs. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Michelle, and Michel behind our yearlings on 
the way to their new pasture 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



We played a cattle moving game one day.  Leonard had the great 
idea of dividing into three teams; I sent the teams in three 
different directions with 7 yearlings per team.  Team Frenchies 
were the speediest at their mission, Leonard’s group shown in 
the picture, The Third Herd, was the most tactical as I had them 
move their cattle through several gates in our corral and through 
our pastures.  The Gems accomplished their mission with the 
most finesse.  They flawlessly moved their cattle as per their 
assigned mission and held their cattle quietly in their finish spot 
until the other two groups got their cattle to theirs.  The rest of 
the week I wanted to do more with these teams, but we didn’t 
have any time.  Great job teams! 
 

 
  
Lunch time. 
 

 
 
Annette’s snaffle bit horse, Strawberry, hanging with the 
big dogs, Brownie and Mitch’s bridle horse. 
 

 
 
 
I took all these pictures on Fluffy, the colt I’m now riding.  Her 
mom, Susan is coming for the horsemanship week we’re having 
this week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jeff on Red moving the yearlings. 
 
 
Brianna did all the doctoring of the calves, kept track of all the vaccinations, and blood typing.  On Friday I 
asked if I could help, but she had her system down so well, I would’ve disrupted it.  So….I kept taking pictures 
and hovering with the herd holders. 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the left, Wes is roping off of Dave Gamble’s colt, Sherman.  
Dave is just across from him.  Very cool for Dave to see his horse 
working!  Above Randy is riding Patti Hall’s horse, Rudy, who did 
quite well heading the 
bouncy calves. 
 
 
 

 
I’ll close this Highline with an artsy shot; this is Mike Dorfman 
from New York.  He looks very comfortable as a cowboy! 
 
We’re holding our first horsemanship only week this week.  
Everyone is bringing their own horses.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing Shayne and Randy’s magic on the directions we go with this 
group. 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Dori 


