
Hello Everyone! 
 

this style for many years, and Maureen has just started.  It
developed over the years, we all watched
pick up things so quickly having a clean slate.  
felt I was slipping back to my ways of old and it really 
bothered me.  I examined everything I was doing and
accepted my short comings; I can
time with quality!  The season is coming up quickly so I 
have a lot on my mind that needs to be done.  I 
work to focus on my horse and myself when I
Leave the other stuff outside.   
 
We spent the mornings working on our skills, and then 
worked with the cattle in the afternoons.  We really broke down the nuances of reading cattle and our 
horses with cattle, keeping the pace down to where both the horse and rider were winners at whatever 
task we were doing. 

Here’s a thought, how many miles have been ridden in our 70
X 120’ indoor arena?  If you figure a horse walks about 3 miles 
an hour and say we are consistantly riding about 5 hours a day, 
for 5 days = 75 miles per week X 10 people on average
miles per week!  I believe my math is correct.  Even if we 
knock off some of the hours, or some of the people that
hundreds of miles per week!  Boggles my mind
 
We had Mike Bruce, Cathy Caballero, and Maureen Miller 
riding with us this week.  Mike and Cathy have been studying 
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We’ve had beautiful days in the 50’s.  The horses and cattle are 
browsing around for the first sprouts of grass, and soaking up the 
rays. 

 
The babies enjoyed 
Mike’s attention after 
riding each evening. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
You’d think a horse would get bored in the same 70’ X 120’ 
space, but no.  Right now the whole world is within those 
four walls.  Buck has always said that all we do in the arena 
is preparation for riding outside; the BIG arena.  We all ride 
like we are outside.  Right now this is good for us as we 
aren’t distracted and give our horses our undivided attention 
and support.  A lot of talking going on between horse and 
rider.  Mostly the horse letting us know that we missed 
something!  Mike rode Brownie, the brown horse above, and 
was practicing his turn around yesterday.  Well Mike would 
open up for the turn, but evidently not enough as Brownie 
would only step out and across in little bitty steps.  When 
Mike loosened up and opened up without his original 
stiffness, Brownie turned around as pretty as you please.  If 
he had hands he would have patted Mike on the back and 
told him “Good Job!”  We all have those moments with our 
horses and it’s usually us doing too much and the horse 
telling us “You don’t have to be so coarse!”  Remember Ray 
saying how something was “rude” to the horse.  Oh my gosh 
are we rude with our arms and legs and have not a clue at 
times!  It always amazes me how little we actually need to 

do.  BUT we need to not “talk” so much…fiddling with the reins, banging our legs inadvertently into 
them when we are just sitting around or even while riding them.  Our every movement means something 
to the horse, and when we don’t mean what we are “saying” they just tune us out.  Hmmm. 
 
Before I start to ramble, I’ll leave you with this question.  Do we “talk” too much? 
 
Have a great week! 
 
Dori 


