
 

 

Dori here, 

Today is the last day of the season.  ItΩs 4:45 am and Randy just took Grammy Esther into town to fly to 

Pittsburgh for the winter.  I just think of this time as her winter vacationτit makes the time without her 

easier. 

Well I must say Shayne was incredible this week!  The last two pairs at out at graze were found and 

brought home on Sunday so I was able to ride with him the entire week. 

With a house full of wonderful guestsτlong timers and new, plus us crew, the arena was pretty full.  It 

snowed the entire week so we used the heated indoor arenaΧNICE! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is what it looked like Monday 

just after lunchΧ. 

A couple hours later it looked like 

this! 

Then by Tuesday morning, the 

ranch was covered in a thick 

white blanket of snow. 

It was a good thing we got all the 

cattle off the mountain on 

Monday afternoon! 



Shayne, the master at multi-tasking, kept us busy at all times and provided individual attention to each 

of us throughout the week.  He says he was giving us 110% at all times.  I disagree!  He gave us way 

more than that!  WeΩre always trying to improve on the teaching side of this horsemanship and I can 

appreciate how hard that is.  My hatΩs off to him! 

He provides great detail, backs everything up in demonstrating with his horses and getting on ours too.  

He has enthusiasm and energy enough for all of us and you can feel his joy in sharing all he can with us.  

He holds nothing back and tells it like it is. 

Shayne has told me that there is always someone in each clinic that stands out and shines.  That person 

is said to have άowned that clinic.έ  Shayne, you owned this week!  I know youΩll be critiquing and 

coming up with more and better ways to teach, and sometimes a compliment canΩt get across the 

impact youΩve really had on all of usτso I want to paint a picture for all of you out there about how this 

week went, and how ShayneΩs hard work and confidence in each of us helped us to excelΧ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below, Wes is working on the 

getting his flexions correct on 

Cayugaτa horse in training, 

while owner Cindy watches 

Above, Shayne is demonstrating walking a circle with 

your horse using your legs and plucking a rein as 

necessary.  ItΩs the beginnings of teaching horse and 

human to feel of one another riding with legs and no 

reins. 

During our horsemanship sessions this week Shayne had 

all of us doing serpentines with our horses without using 

any reins.  It was amazing how much softer the horses 

got and how much more correct everyone began riding. 

Plus, itΩs super cool if you can get it done! 



There were SO many of us that mid-week, Shayne decided to split the day into three sessions.  The first 

session was horsemanship and he was able to keep ALL of us busy in that one.  The second session was 

for the ropers.  ShayneΩs instruction and knowledge never ceased to stop so those who werenΩt riding 

stayed to watch and ask questions from the sidelines.  

The third session was more horsemanship with cattle working included.  All of us, crew and guests, kept 

the flow of this schedule running smoothly.   

By Friday afternoon the roping session went from three people to twelve!  There was a break in the 

weather and the sun came out so Colby headed outside to the round pen with a couple of guests to 

breakaway rope on some steers.  The chill in the air wasnΩt even noticed at all as those of us inside could 

hear the frequent cheers as they made their shots. 

Inside, all of us were busy with ropes in hand, maintaining our horsemanship.  The horses were quiet 

and their eyes were soft and fully engaged with what their rider/partner was working on.  The steers 

were patient as horses and riders got into their positions to send one out for the roper to catch.  Keep in 

mind that these steers were so quiet and patient due to the gentle way weΩd been handling them.  

ThatΩs really saying something, especially when you realize that some of the ropers had never roped 

before, let alone roped while riding at the same time! 

Lizabeth on Lucy would ease into the cattle in the corner, peel one off and riders on either side of her 

would guide the steer past a roper.  Chris, who hadnΩt roped before or been able to get much instruction 

in riding this style before this week, was throwing side arm shots and making some catches!   

Shayne on Irish would stand to the outside, quietly coaching.  Everyone, aware of one another would 

rotate positions for the next roper to have a go.  Kevin, riding Levi was on fire with his roping all week!   

Those throwing head shots would either turn toward the steer and dally (which makes the breakaway 

hondo pop off) or they would track behind the steer for a distance and then dally.  This quiet and easy 

moving scene lasted all afternoon thanks to ShayneΩs diligence in teaching us to be safe and always mind 

our horsemanship.  ShayneΩs vision and dedication to this way of life has created a place like no other. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin takes the 

award for most 

catches during 

the week. 

You can tell heΩs 

been practicing! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Headed and 

holding for heel 

shots 

Everyone was catching! 

To the right is Mack riding BOB (Big OlΩ 

Bay) and tracking up on the steer. 

Below left is return guest, Maureen, who 

had never roped before this week! 

Christian rode Quick and greatly improved 

his riding and roping on him.  Quick taught 

him the importance of correct equitation 

and lots of soft feels! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Grace took this amazing shot of 

Shayne and Irish together--WOW 

Ben came out from Tennessee with his buddy 

Chris.  Though they had knowledge of Buck, 

this was the first time they got some real 

instruction with a level of quality. 

They did amazing!  Both worked hard and it 

showed.  Ben was even turning doing beautiful 

half circles on Abe without reins! 

Kevin and Mack enjoying a cold oneτ

and it was a very cold one that day! 

This was MikeΩs second trip to McGinnis after taking up 

riding less than a year ago.  HeΩs come a LONG way in a very 

short time! 

This was NicoleΩs first tripΧbut sheΩs already signed up for 

two more!  She spent her days mixing riding with studying 

for her degree as a Veterinarian!  She is one focused and 

determined gal. 


