
 

 

Hi guys and gals! 

On Sunday evening our guests were entertained at dinner by a symphony of thunder, heavy rain and 

hail.  Our group dynamic was a little bit different this week, since 11 of our guests already knew one 

another as friends, neighbors and fellow travelers on horse-related trips.  It 

took no time at all for our other guests to become a part of this larger group, 

however! 

The gals participated in all sorts of activities this week!  There were trail 

riders, grazers and horsemanship junkies.  The gals hiked, hot-tubbed and 

even visited the wolf rescue just up the road from the ranch! 

One day Nathan took a group of trail riders on an all-day ride.  They went out 

heading east from the ranch and within an hour or so they were out of reach 

from our radios.  For most of us, an all-day ride consists of long winding trails 

through the mountains.  For Nathan, it just means you get lost on Davis 

Peak!  He called us on the radio at 5 pm asking whether he could get back to 

the ranch by going through the red gate.  We looked at each other in 

ŎƻƴŦǳǎƛƻƴΧǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ǊŜŘ ƎŀǘŜ ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƳƛƭŜǎΗ  !ǎ ƛǘ ǘǳǊƴǎ ƻǳǘΣ 

the gate was green and he and his crew made it back about 40 minutes later, 

ƎǊƛƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛŘŜΦ  LΩƳ 

ǎƻǊǊȅ bŀǘƘŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƻƴŜ 

go for a little while longer ;) 

Horsemanship this week was done in our 

extra-large outdoor arenaτthe 

άƳŜŀŘƻǿǎέ ƻŦ aŎDƛƴƴƛǎ aŜŀŘƻǿǎΗ  hƴŜ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǇŀǊǘǎ ƘŀȅƛƴƎ ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŜƴŘ ƛǎ 

all of the room it gives us to ride outside 

on the grass.  The guests that were with 

us did a LOT of trotting and loping 

straight lines and circles. 

Above, our neighbor Harriet 

and a rescued wolf pup 

Brenda, Carol and Julie on an evening trek! 



Bonnie was a guest of ours that really wanted to be able to lope 

with her horse.  Shayne bet her a million dollars that she would 

be able to lope this week.  On Wednesday afternoon Bonnie 

stayed at the trot but started getting her circles and lines very 

accurate.   

On Thursday she had been trotting a little bit and stopped with 

her horse ŦŀŎƛƴƎ ƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ млл ȅŀǊŘǎ ŀǿŀȅΦ  L ȅŜƭƭŜŘΣ ά.ƻƴƴƛŜΣ 

ǊƛŘŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ŀǎ Ŧŀǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΗέ  She started trotting at me and 

then her horse Jack, broke into a beautiful lope.  To make it 

ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǘŜǊΣ ƘŜǊ ƭƛƴŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ŀƴ ŀǊǊƻǿΗ  L ŘƻƴΩǘ 

think she actually shook hands with Shayne on his bet, but her 

smile after that lope was worth a million bucks to everyone that 

was there to see her! 

On Friday afternoon Shayne told all of his riders to drop their 

reins over the saddle horn and to ride their horse around the meadows with their legs only.  Some of the 

ǊƛŘŜǊǎ ƘŀŘ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ άƭƛŦŜέ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ 

to move them out.  Once the riders stopped relying on their reins, the horses started moving out 

beautifully and easily ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀǎǎΦ  ¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƴŜŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎŜƭŦΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ŜǾŜƴ ƴŜŀǘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

fact that the horses were able to follow their riderΩs legs and 

stay in ǘƘŀǘ ǊƛŘŜǊΩǎ άǊŜŎǘŀƴƎƭŜΦέ  ¢ƘǊƻǿ ŀǿŀȅ ȅƻǳǊ ǊŜƛƴǎ ǘƻ Ƴƻǎǘ 

horses in the middle of a meadow with the barn in one 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ōƛƎ ƻǇŜƴ ǎǇŀŎŜ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳΩŘ ōŜ 

ƭǳŎƪȅ ƛŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƘƻǊǎŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ¸h¦ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǊƛŘŜΦ 

After riding without our legs and building up life, Randy and 

Shayne led some cavalry exercises, which everyone seemed to 

love.  Riders had to keep perfect formation at the trot (while 

making sure to be on the correct diagonal) and change leads in 

both directions without surging ahead or falling behind.  The 

goal was to keep the horses legs ahead of you just visible over 

ȅƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ƘƻǊǎŜǎ ŜŀǊǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜǎΦ  L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ƻŦ ƛǘΣ 

but everyone that watched it from afar said it looked pretty 

impressive! 

On Wednesday, Shayne άdeclaredέ Irish as a Hackamore horse!  

LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ Řŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ŀ ƘƻǊǎŜΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƛŘŜ ƛƴ ŀ 

hackamore.  It was certainly a pleasure to watch!  I will make a 

point of getting photos next week! 

Bonnie with Jack 

Kathleen, Melanie, Chris and Brenda pose with our άtall, 

dark and handsomeέ cowboy near our main archway 



At graze, Dori and crew found 2 of the remaining 5 bulls at graze.  They also found what looks to be an 

old mine, or maybe a Hobbit house.  HmmΧ 

Well that about wraps it up for this go-around! 

Have a great week, 

Des 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posing at the top of the mountain! 

Amara and Melinda having a cold one at the end 

of a hot day. 

A man and his dog!  HereΩs Chris and Sage going 

to check sprinklers in the meadow 

Sheri Jean jingling the horses in 


