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Hi guys and gals!

Our riders just keep getting better and better here at the ranch. Do they compamrkaged that way?

No way! Not always! But@ a tribute to the good foundation of our horses as well as thei@ay of

the teaching each week that we are able to do more and mgtle our guests, sooner and soonedf
course, we love guests who are willing to stick with it and match us in our enthusiasm for learning this
way of horsenanship.
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Beside, Maddie and above Julien both excelle
at their roping this week.

On Sunday we were happsyrprisedwhen we asked in orientation whethanyonewould like to rope
this week. The concept of roping off of a horse scares many folks away (or else tifayeton
understand the value of it.) Those that dy tt usually get HOOKED (like we are,) so we were thrilled
when several folks raised their hands for roping.

We covered it ALL this week with the ropes. We started on the ground with the roping dummies and
got everyone horseback in no time. Then we ficad with one another how to track up on a steer,
stop, dally and back our horses.

Shayne demonstrated how he might get a horse gentle, and used to ropes and the finesse of working
around a cow who is roped, by using his horse to drag a log. Fothisltaight be scary at first but@



great in building the confidence of both horse and rider. The horse learns to feel the pull of the log, the
rider learns to track up on the log, making sure to keep his horse centered underneath him, as well as to
work around the log while keeping the rop&ut and moving the horses hindquarters in both directions.

Here Shayne is demonstrating how easy it is, an
how nonropey you have to be to get your horse
gentle with ropes around him.

After the log demonstration, we brought out our favorite hongewered roping dummy, UGLY. Colts
who are dragging Ugly learn the same moves as thdtethe log. Once the colt is comfortable, we
start dragging Ugly behind us a circle(being careful to keep the rope from hitting our ho&e
hindquarters.) Guests with ropes are inside and outside of the circle, throwirgssivith their
breakaway ropes and learning to track up and dally dfast cow¢ Horses that are troubled by this
strange looking steer are able to track up
and switch eyes, back and forth until they
get really comfortable.

These are all things thaibrses might get
troubled by when the real cattle come in. By =
learning all of these movements (horse and
rider) in a more controlled environment,
both have much more confideedn what
should be done when we bring in tmeal
cattle.

By Friday afternoon, everyone who was with
us had caught and dallied on a steer with
their breakaway ropes. To end the

Carolyn and Turk were quitbe pair this week.
She? about the tiniest little lady ydil see on a
horse but her determination is tremendous!




afternoon, Shayne, Roby
and | caught a couple and
Nathan worked the ground
for us. The guests were able
to see full cira, how we

start with roping and what
the end results might look
like. What a great
opportunity for the guests

to experience this

One guestn particular
warmed the hearts of
everyone around here.
Penny came here fdhe
second Buck clinic in July and ended up
leaving her colt, Lyle here for training. Lyle
had previously had a bad start and Penny,
who is tough as nailsut much too old to be
starting colts, had a couple accidents on him
and had lost her confidence.

Roby rode him for her up to Septembet 1
and Pennycame outfor aweek to ride him
and learn She gave 110% and then some!
One afernoon she was with Shayne, Roby
and a few other guests in the middle of the
meadow practicing loping around the
rodeer. When it was Pen@yturn to lope
Lyle, she went around the circle and then
headed straight for the barn! Shayne and
Roby both tookheir ropes out, ready to
stop Lyle by roping a hind foo#\ll of a
sudden she stopped, turned around and

Penny and Lyle

trotted a perfect line back to the group. She stopped, got a soft feel, backed Lyle and few steps and just

stood there.

Shayne, still aghast askea@enny, whatvere you doing?

Penny made aery serious face and then bumstit laughing. She said@Shaynd have to tell you
somethingKMy horse wasf2with me, so | just got with him and let him go where he wanted t@ go

Shayne saidjActually, you turned him over there and eent with YOLE



