
 

 

Hello folks! 

¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ Řŀȅ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǎƪ ŦƻǊ ƻƴ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǎǳƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƘƛƴƛƴƎ ōǊƛƭƭƛŀƴǘƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

sky was bright blue.  It was even warm enough to ride coatless 

and gloveless in the afternoon! 

At graze they finished their last big sort of the year.  At home we 

ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŜŜǊǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ wŀƴŘȅΩǎ aƻǳƴǘŀƛƴΣ ƻǳǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ 

fenced piece of the new grazing allotment.  Well, we gathered 

ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ р ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ р ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎΧн ŦƻǳƴŘ ǳǎ ŀǘ 

wŀƴŘȅΩǎ corrals from the south and 3 found us from the North! 

At about 5pm Nolan came home driving a truck and trailer 

ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀŘƻǿǎ ǘƻ wŀƴŘȅΩǎ ŎƻǊǊŀƭǎΦ  IŜ ǳƴƭƻŀŘŜŘ нт 

freshly weaned steer calves to their new home here.  The calves 

were just across from our full size steers on the other side of the 

fence.  TheȅΩǊŜ ǘŜŜƴȅ-ǘƛƴȅ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

working with all summer.  You can hear them calling out from 

wŀƴŘȅΩǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŘƎŜΦ  Lǘ ǿƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ƭƻƴƎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ settled 

into the new place here though. 

As cattle are coming in, Shayne and Jo-Anne are ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦŦΦ  ¢ƘŜȅΩƭƭ 

ōŜ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ {ŀƴǘŀ ¸ƴŜȊ ŦƻǊ .ǳŎƪΩǎ tǊƻ !Ƴ wƻǇƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜƴ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

ŎƭƛƴƛŎǎ ƛƴ {Ǉŀƴŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ²ƘƛǘŜŦƛǎƘΦ  ²ŜΩƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǳŜǎǘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

ƴŜȄǘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ǿŜŜƪǎ ōǳǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿŜŜƪΣ ƛǘΩƭƭ ōŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƘŜǊŜ 

and there until our Winter Horsemanship weeks begin in 

December. 

Dori has graciously written up a bit for the Highline this week.  As 

most of you know, Dori wrote the Highline faithfully each weekτ

ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΗ  .ǳǘ ƴƻǿ ǎƘŜ ƘŜŀŘΩǎ ǳǇ ƎǊŀȊŜ όŀƳƻƴƎ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎύ 

ŀƴŘ ǳƴŦƻǊǘǳƴŀǘŜƭȅΣ ŀ Ǝŀƭ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘǿƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ŀǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǾŜǊȅ 

.ǊŀŘ ƻƴ bŜƳƻ ŀǘ ƎǊŀȊŜΦ  IŜΩǎ 

hooked now! 

Stephanie and Yvette.  Yvette came back for 2 weeks this time 

ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ {ƘŜΩǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǊƛŘŘŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǎƘƻǿǎΦ  IŜǊ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ability to get along with several different horses is impressive. 



ƻŦǘŜƴ Τύ  {ƘŜΩƭƭ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŜŜƪΧ 

άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƎŜǘǎ ōǳǘǘƻƴŜŘ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

winter.  We had a great summer out at Graze ς the cattle have really 

toughened up and become wise to the wolves in that they would really 

get on the fight when anything doglike was around, and they stuck 

together in groups.  It dƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƳŜŀƴ ǘƘŜ wolf problem went away 

however--ǘƘŜȅ ŀǘǘŀŎƪŜŘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǳƳƳŜǊΦ  The 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊΩǎ ŀƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǊǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƻǳǊǎ ǎƻ ǿƘŜn they left their pastures 

this fall, the wolves were thick in ours again.  So, that issue continues 

and when all the cattle ship home to their winter ranches, I wonder how 

ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ ŦŜŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀŎƪǎ όǘƘŜ ǿƻƭǾŜǎ 

were killing full grown healthy 

cows!) 

Well just like the closing of summer right now so has been the 

closing of our time out on that piece of ground called Graze.  We all 

have so many wonderful memories and stories to recall as we reflect 

on the past 13 years!  As Randy says, aǎ ƻƴŜ ŘƻƻǊ ŎƭƻǎŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 

always another door that opens.  For us it is with our new grazing 

lands right around the ranch!  Randy and Shayne have worked so 

ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ ƭŜŀǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ 

ƎǊŀȊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜΩǾŜ been in Montana.  The show case care 

ǿŜΩǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ DǊŀȊƛƴƎ !ƭƭƻǘƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ƻǿƴŜǊΣ tƭǳƳ /ǊŜŜƪ ¢ƛƳōŜǊ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ 

opened this new area for us to turn our cattle onto.  There is no 

infrastructure out there so RaƴŘȅΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ōǳǎȅ ōŜŀǾŜǊ ƘƛƪƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ 

fence lines that fit the country, hunting water sources to develop, 

and figuring out areas where we can hold cattle to be doctored or 

held for moving the next day as it would take a couple days to get 

from the furthest area of our new allotment back to the ranch.  Shayne, as you ƪƴƻǿ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅ 

dust settle.  He Ƙŀǎ ŦǳƴŘŜŘ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎ ŎǊŜǿǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ wŀƴŘȅΩǎ supervision; ǘƘŜȅΩǾŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ 

one of the pastures already!  ²ŜΩǊŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

use the Gallagher fencing which is more wildlife 

friendly and handles the winter snow fall and tree 

blow downs better.  As only we know how to do, 

this new Grazing Allotment will be a show case 

even more so than our original one.   

As all this exciting change has been going on for 

the ranch, Chris and I have been staying on top of 

the cattle out at Graze.  These past couple of 

weeks have weighed heavy on me as I picked 

hƻƻƻƘΗ  hƘ ǿŀƛǘΧ²Ƙƻƻƻ 

Chrissy and Morgan 

Morgan and Jesse at graze 

sorting off a pair 



up on all of the things Randy would normally do 

out there this time of year; the big cattle drive 

from the north to the south, the coordination of 

people using their capabilities to the advantage of 

what needed done, coordinating the searches to 

look for the strays, the sorting and shipping of the 

cattle to their home ranch.  His boots are not easy 

ones to fill!  I strove to do right by the ranch, the 

land out there, the cattle, Shayne and Randy, 

Corey & Carrie Guenzler (the owners of the 

cattle), Plum Creek, and our guests.   

Yesterday, Friday, was a culmination of everything, and I was one proud cowgirl!  ¢ƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭ ǿŀǎ ǘƻ 

sort off 28 steer pairs and 28 heifer pairs and corral them for shipping Saturday morning.  As we 

gathered the 137 pairs that were rounded up in that last couple of weeks with our hard working guests, 

cows and their calves would go by me that made me smile.  There was the 822 pair that harassed the 

[ƻǎǘ ¢Ǌŀƛƭ ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜ wŜŦǳƎŜ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ōȅ ǇƻǇǇƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ Řŀƛƭȅ όǿŜΩŘ Ǉǳǘ ƘŜǊ ōack on 

us and she would find her way back there!)  

I was worried about the 988 and 835 pairs.  I 

had last seen them where I dropped them 

far to the north and ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ 

with the herd.  Just last week we rode up on 

them to the south in Pleasant Valley Creek 

Pasture; I just beamed with joy to see the 

ǿƻƭǾŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƳΗ  ¢ƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜ Ƨǳǎǘ a 

few of the pairs that stand out.   

Each cow rounded up her calf and trailed 

quietly, and contentedly down into the 

meadows, our guests on our horses walking 

along quietly with them ς the whole scene 

showed the care we took of the cattle 

throughout the summer, the hard work we 

put in to the horses, and the progress in all 

the guests in their horsemanship and 

cowmanship.  I spoke to the guests earlier of 

the tradition of the fall gather and the 

ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŀƛƎƘǘ ŎŀǘǘƭŜ ƻǳǘŦƛǘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ 

owners and the elders that do the sorting 

while the youngsters and cow hands hold 

herd.  I wanted to have everyone participate 

in this event realizing that this is a once in a 

Dori and Billy, the dynamic 

duo! 

Above, Margie on Roanie.  Below, Mandy riding 

Clayton to push out a sorted pair. 



lifetime opportunity for them.  Once the cattle were gathered into the corner of the pasture I lined out 

how we would rotate through holding herd, sorting pairs, and sending them out the gate.  Everyone 

ƭƛǎǘŜƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜƴǘƭȅ ǿƘƛƭŜ ǊƛŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǊƻǳƴŘΤ L ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƳƻƻǘƘŜǎǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 

ever sorted having everyone participate in every part.  I believe it was the smooǘƘŜǎǘ ǎƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǾŜ ŜǾŜǊ 

had!  

Lǘ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊΦέ 

Dori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Colors of the fall. 

How cool is THIS?! 


